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President’s report 


he GFNC year concludes in April when we hold our 

Annual General Meeting to review the previous year 
and to elect office bearers for the year coming. We owe a 
debt of gratitude to the members who ‘step up’ to take a 
role on the GFNC committee or to lead one of our many 
special interest sub-groups. Although these roles involve 
a commitment of time and effort, those involved gain a 
great deal in return. 


To help manage the running of our Club is a privilege 
extended to members of the committee. To see a new 
member increase their knowledge and appreciation of 
birds or fauna or plants gives great satisfaction to the 
leaders of the special interest groups. To introduce a 
youngster to the wonders of nature is a pleasure 
experienced in the Cadets. Helping save or better 
manage our local environment and habitats through the 


Barry Lingham 


Environment Group is a vital task that is widely 
appreciated by the community. 


| strongly urge all members to consider how they can 
become more involved during the coming year. Perhaps 
you can join the talented and dedicated group on the 
committee. Maybe you can volunteer to assist in some 
way with the special interest groups. Help is always 
appreciated in the production and distribution of the 
Geelong Naturalist, the organisation of our library, events 
such as Boneseed pulling or Clean-up Australia Day, 
running excursions and so on. 


All those who become more involved have the 
satisfaction of being involved in worthwhile activities that 
add to a better understanding of our wildlife and habitats 
and the enjoyment and amenity of the people of Geelong. 


Tonight...Bronwyn Hradsky—’Where does the fox go? A study of invasive predators in the forests and farmland of the Otway 


Ranges’. 


Red foxes are among the world’s worst invasive species and pose a major threat to our native 
wildlife. Yet remarkably little is known about how foxes in Australia use forest landscapes. Do 
roads act as ‘freeways’, providing foxes with easy access to dense bushland? Are foxes 
attracted to recently burnt areas? What’s the difference between a town fox, a farm fox and a 
bush fox? Bronwyn is a PhD student at the University of Melbourne, researching red fox habitat 
selection, diet and ranging behaviour in the Otway Ranges. Her work involves using GPS 
tracking collars, scat analysis and motion-sensing cameras, and has revealed some fascinating 


insights into red fox behaviour, including their responses to fire. 


In April....It is the AGM and members’ night. Chrissy Freestone will present highlights of her 
recent trip to Antarctica, Patagonia and Tierra del Fuego, South America. 


AGM 5 April 2016—Committee nominations 


As the AGM approaches, it is time for nominations for the new committee. Please consider if you can assist by 

joining the committee and helping with some of the many tasks as Barry has described in his President’s report. Nominations are 
required for President, Vice-president, Secretary, Minute Secretary, Treasurer and ordinary 

members. Nomination forms will be available at the AGM, and you may nominate yourself or somebody else (with their consent). 


GFNC website 


Any observations (plant, mammal, bird, reptile, invertebrate 
etc.) can be emailed to the GFNC email address or phoned to 
Barry Lingham (5255 4291) so that they can be incorporated 
onto the site. 

GFNC website: http://www.gfnc.org.au 

Email address: info@gfnc.org.au 


Members are encouraged to arrive early at 
general meetings. 


The room will be open at 7.15 p.m. to allow members to chat 
to other members and visitors. 


GFNC is on Facebook! 
http://www.facebook.com/geelongfnc 


The photo on the front cover, by Geoff Gates, is of an Owlet 
Nightjar taken at lronbark Basin, Pt Addis. February 2016. 


The photo on the back cover, by Chrissy Freestone, is of a 
female Darter feeding her chick on the Barwon River, Belmont. 
February 2016. 





Out and about: Silverfish 


H ave you ever looked closely at a silverfish? | expect 
you have been intent on killing it, so that it would not 
eat your books. It is of course neither a fish nor silver; it 
is covered with slippery silvery scales that make it so 
difficult to catch. It is a wingless insect with six legs and 
three tails (‘cerci') of equal length with the outer two 
pointing away from the body, and, if it is the creature | 
am thinking of, it will have two small compound eyes and 
long antennae. Its body will be segmented and tapered. 
It is a cosmopolitan household pest, introduced into 
Australia. Its silvery scales are shed easily and make it 
difficult to catch. It will even drop a leg to get away, and 
can grow a new one when it next moults! 


There are however many native species; about 50 have 
been described, but more than 100 others have been 
collected in the past few years. They are a very ancient 
group; it is believed they evolved soon after plants first 
appeared and now fill a variety of specialised niches of 
three broad ecological types. 


The introduced pest is one of five cosmopolitan species 
in the Lepismatidae family of scaled and eyed silverfish 
that also contains the native Acrote/sella devriesiana, 
which is often found under bark, rocks and leaf litter. All 
of this group have an amazing ability to survive in 
extremely dry conditions by absorbing moisture from sub 
-saturated atmospheres. They do this not through their 
skin, but through their anus! 


Another group is eyeless and pigmentless and has 
survived by living underground or in caves. They have 
been found deep within a cave at Bungonia, New South 
Wales, and also in Texas Caves in Queensland. Some 
live in tiny cracks in rocks tens of metres underground. 
Each isolated rock outcrop seems to have its own 
species. It is not known what these ones feed on or how 
they find a mate. 


A third group live in ant and termite nests, apparently in 
harmony with their hosts. Perhaps they are too difficult to 
catch. These species are usually golden rather than 
silver and also lack eyes. It has been recently discovered 
that some of this type now live in almost solid rock like 
some of the previous group. 


Most reproduce sexually with the male depositing a 
sperm package, which the female picks up from the 
substrate. Eggs may be laid singly throughout a female's 
life, or only when she moults. Silverfish go through a 
series of moults to reach maturity, which may take up to 
three months, and then continue to moult throughout 
their lives, which can last as long as four years. No 
wonder they can be so hard to eradicate from your 
cupboards and bookshelves. The nymphs resemble 
adults. Adults are usually less than 20 mm in length. 


All are basically vegetarian, but will eat other forms of 
protein such as dead insects. Diana Primrose told me of 
silverfish she had found in a pile of sand. What did these 
ones eat? 


Valda Dedman 


Some of our species are known only from Australia, 
while some have Gondwanan links to South America and 
some have African relatives. 


There is another silverfish, a true pisces. It is 
Leptatherina presbyteroides (formerly Atherinason 
hepsetoides). It is one of the marine hardyheads 
(Atherinidae), small coastal fishes that can move from 
salt to fresh water. The Silver Fish is native to Australia, 
and occurs around the southern coast, including 
Tasmania, from Victoria to Western Australia, in 
sheltered sandy areas and seagrass beds in shallow 
bays and sheltered inlets at depths of up to five metres. 
It prefers the midwater column. It may be the most 
abundant of all fishes in shallow marine environments 
along the southern coast, occurring in schools of tens of 
thousands close to the water's edge. They can be used 
as bait, but are not commercial fish. They feed on both 
bottom-living and planktonic prey. 


Corio Bay is a very suitable habitat for this species. 
Museum of Victoria specimens have been collected from 
water at the end of Grand Scenic Drive, Moolap, in front 
of the Sands Caravan Park (1997), at the end of Clifton 
Avenue, Curlewis (1995), at a depth of one metre off Pt 
Henry carpark at the southwest corner of Alcoa, and at 
Western Beach, west of Cunningham Pier (1996). A 
specimen was also collected from the Barwon estuary in 
1980. In the early 1990s Trevor Pescott found several in 
a small stream near Breamlea. These were two 
centimetres long. Silver Fish can grow to 11 cm, so 
Trevor's may have been juveniles. 


A related species, the Smallmouth Hardyhead 
Atherinosoma microstoma, completes its life cycle in one 
year, dying soon after spawning in spring (Sep-Oct). 
Pairs spawn in aquatic vegetation and eggs have 
adhesive threads attaching them to the plants. Schools 
of Leptatherina presbyteroides may mix with this 
species, although Smallmouth Hardyheads tend to live in 
less saline reaches of estuaries. 


Hardyheads, generally, have a silver or reddish line 
along the side and are sometimes called Silversides. 
Leptatherina presbyteroides has a very slender body 
with two small widely separated dorsal fins; its snout is 
short, its mouth large and its eyes large and teeth small. 
It is a translucent pale to dark green above and silvery 
below, with fine dark speckles on the snout. A pretty little 
fish. 


A Hardyhead which can stand extreme salinities and 
survive for long periods with very little water is the Lake 
Eyre Hardyhead Craterocephalus eyresii. In fact, it has 
the highest and widest salinity range of any Australian 
fish—from 0 to 110 ppt. Three isolated populations 
occur in Lake Eyre and the rivers to the south and west 
of it, Lake Frome and its tributaries in the North Flinders 
Ranges, and Lake Torrens and its tributaries, which all 
drain to the north. Most of the places where they occur 
have no permanent water and yet enormous populations 
may build up in flood conditions. Huge death events 
occur as the waters dry up. 
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The Murray Hardyhead C-. fluviatilis is extremely rare; 
many former populations have become extinct, some as 
recently as the ‘Millennium drought’ of 1997-2010. This led 
to about 200 juvenile fish from Lake Hawthorn in Victoria 
being taken to the Murray Darling Freshwater Research 
Centre at Mildura. This proved successful, and in March 
2015, 2500 Murray Hardyheads were translocated from 
the South Australian Riverland to the Brickworks Billabong 
in the Victorian Mallee. 


References 
Edgar, G.J. (2000). Australian marine life, Reed New 
Holland, Sydney. 


http://australianmuseum.net.au/blogpost/amri-news/ 
amri-silverfish 
http://bie.ala.org.au/species/Leptatherina+presbyteroides 
http://portphillipmarinelife.net.au/species/6284 
http://(www.desertfishes.org/australia/fish/crateyre.html 
http://www.ento.csiro.au/education/insects/thysanura.html 
http://www.environment.gov.au/cgi-bin/sprat/public/ 
publicspecies.pl?taxon_id=56791 
http://(www.mdfrc.org.au/projects/featured/ 
MHHtranslocation.asp 





Moolap Salt Works summer shorebird and waterbird count 
25 January 2016 


he total number of small terns was very difficult to 

determine due to movement between sections. At 
least 10 were seen by one group of counters. Five birds 
seen by two adjacent groups could have been the same 
birds. 


John Newman 


On the day of the survey, the ponds in section 1 (far 
western ponds adjacent to AAHL) were dry. The tide was 
low and so shorebirds and waterbirds seen immediately 
on the Bay side of the basalt seawall were included in the 
count totals. 


Shorebird species Waterbird species 


Australian Pied Oystercatcher 
Sooty Oystercatcher 
Red-necked Avocet 

Banded Stilt 


Red-capped Plover 
Masked Lapwing 
Latham’s Snipe 
Common Greenshank 


Red-necked Stint 
Sharp-tailed Sandpiper 
Curlew Sandpiper 


Total shorebirds 
Total migratory 


Total endemic 


*At least three breeding records of chicks with parents seen. 





Black Swan 
Grey Teal 


Chestnut Teal 
Hoary-headed Grebe 
Great crested Grebe 
Australasian Gannet 
Little Pied Cormorant 
Little Black Cormorant 
Australian Pelican 
Eastern Great Egret 
White-faced Heron 
Royal Spoonbill 

Fairy Tern 

Little Tern 

Caspian Tern 
Crested Tern 

Silver Gull 


TOTAL 


# Two separate breeding records of Fairy Tern chicks with parents identified and photographed by Craig Morley 
(refer to article in Geelong Naturalist Feb 2016, p.17 by Craig Morley & Anthony Mitchell.) 


Errata: In the February 2016 edition of the Geelong Naturalist two photos were incorrectly captioned: 
The photo on p.5 is of an Olive-backed Oriole (not Painted Honeyeater). 


The photo on p.9 is of a Silky Mouse (not Smokey Mouse). 
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Fauna Group meeting 


he Fauna Group held a meeting at the Ocean Grove 

Nature Reserve on Saturday 13 February to resolve a 
few issues about future surveys and equipment. The 
following is a summary of the discussions. 


Camp-outs 

We will attempt to hold three this year when public 
holidays occur, viz. March (Easter), June (Queens 
Birthday) and November (Melbourne Cup). The first is 
planned for Timboon at the Yarro Waetch Bushland 
reserve at Easter. (See Geelong Naturalist April 2015 
issue for details of the Club excursion there on 15 March 
2015).*See note below. 


Thursday—Sunday surveys 

These surveys will continue in intervening months, over 
the second weekend of each month. They will allow us to 
continue with the Surf Coast Shire, Floating Islands, 
Brisbane Ranges and other local on-going surveys. 


Equipment 

We are investigating the purchase of a trailer to store and 
Carry our equipment such as Elliott traps, harps, 
drift-fencing etc. 


Trevor Pescott 


We also now need gloves to handle bats, a reptile 
handling device (mainly for snakes), and about 100 used 
roofing tiles for future tiling surveys. 


We are also investigating the purchase of an extra 
camera(s) as the Pix Controllers we have are now over 
10 years of age and later models are far superior in 
recording features. And we are checking the feasibility of 
having bat-call recognition resources available to us. 


Permits 

We have a provisional WSIAEC (Wildlife and Small 
Institutions Animal Ethics Committee) permit and DELWP 
and Parks Victoria permits are being processed. 


Thanks to Barry Lingham for arranging the meeting place 
and breakfast, and to Tracey Hinton for the summary of 
the meeting. 


* After further consideration, it was decided to 
undertake the Easter campout at Mt Leura, 
Camperdown, not Yarro Waetch Bushland (see Next 
Fauna Survey notice (p. 8) for details). 


ANN2016 





GET-TOGETHER 


WOODMAN POINT 





WESTERN AUSTRALIA 


1 -10 OCTOBER 2016 


Southwest Australia’s Global Biodiversity Hotspot 


-4 


2016 400th anniversary of the first European Landing in Australia 


The Western Australian Naturalists’ Club cordially invites naturalists all over Australia to attend the eighth Australian 
Naturalists’ Network Get-Together to be held at Woodman Point, near Perth, in 2016. 


Any GFNC members interested in attending can obtain further details by contacting the club email address: 
info@gfnc.org.au 
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Two tales of leucistic Short-tailed Shearwaters 


The following two reports were provided by David Boyle. The authors are people with whom David is involved in 
connection with research on Short-tailed Shearwaters at Phillip Island. 


Leucistic Short-tailed Shearwater at Summerland 


he Short-tailed Shearwater fledging season on Phillip 

Island always produces some interesting human/ 
wildlife interactions. Short-tailed Shearwaters are prolific 
on Phillip Island and come mid April, fledglings begin to 
emerge from their burrow to begin their first migration to 
the northern hemisphere. The Phillip Island Nature Parks 
has been conducting a rescue program since 1999 to 
recover wayward shearwater fledglings which find their 
way onto roads and adjacent properties around the 
shearwater colonies. Unfortunately, there are always 
many fatalities from vehicle contact. In 2012, ranger 
Graeme Burgan, the coordinator of the program, was 
patrolling the roads outside the Penguin Parade at 
Summerland and came across a leucistic Short-tailed 


Graeme Burgan 


Shearwater sitting in the middle of the road. Any 
shearwater found on the road is collected and taken back 
to a breeding colony to protect the bird from being run 
over by vehicles. In 2012 the birds were also being 
weighed as part of a program to identify underweight 
fledglings. This provided an opportunity to capture some 
photos before the bird was released. It is possible that if 
the bird has survived its first 3 years that it will return to 
the area to breed next year. It shouldn’t be too hard to 
see. But then again, there are around 250 000 
Short-tailed Shearwaters in the colony where the bird was 
released! 





Leucistic Short-tailed Shearwater fledgling with a typically coloured fledgling for comparison after being 


released back into the breeding colony. 


Photo: Graeme Burgan 


Leucistic Short-tailed Shearwater at Cape Woolamai 


Airam Rodriguez, Beneharo Rodriguez & Nazaret Carrasco 


C ape Woolamai on Phillip Island is one of the largest 
colonies of Short-tailed Shearwater (Ardenna 
tenuirostris) in the world, holding more than 350 000 
breeding pairs (Harris and Bode 1981 Emu 81: 20-28). 
Thousands of birds come to land at night to attend to their 
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breeding duties. They usually land on the colony just after 
sunset and they leave the colony before sunrise. As 
long-narrow-winged birds, shearwaters have difficulties 
taking off from land when there is no wind, and birds 
congregate on the cliff tops looking for a lift to reach the 


ocean easily. On 5 December 2015 we visited the colony 
to enjoy the huge congregation of shearwaters departing 
to the ocean. We reached the place at 4.00 a.m. and sat 
on the top of the cliff waiting for the birds. Just a few 
minutes later the show started; thousands of shearwaters 
walked straight to the edge of the cliff and took off towards 
the ocean. We could see the dark birds without artificial 
light because of the dawn’s first light. Suddenly a white 
bird moving in the same fashion as the other 

shearwaters appeared. We had the camera and built-in 
flash ready but managed to get only one picture of the bird 
(flash recycling lasts several seconds). After viewing the 
photo in the camera screen we were confident that it was 
a leucistic Short-tailed Shearwater. Many colour 


ene 





Partially leucistic Short-tailed Shearwater photographed at Cape Woolamai on 5 December 2015. 


aberrations in plumage can occur, leucism being 
produced when the cells responsible for melanin 
production (black pigment) are absent due to mutation, 
producing white feathers where they would be black (see 
record of leucistic New Holland Honeyeater by David 
Boyle, Geelong Naturalist vol. 51, no. 5, p. 14). We visited 
the area again on 13 December 2015 at the same time, 
but saw only normal-pigmented-plumage birds. Although 
this is not the first record of leucistic Short-tailed 
Shearwaters (e.g. Hindwood 1950 Emu 50: 51), it is still 
interesting to show the appearance of the bird to 
naturalists when a photo is available. 





Photo: Beneharo Rodriguez 


Clean Up Australia Day—Jerringot Wetlands and Seaview Park 
Sunday 6 March 2016 


We are participating again in Clean Up Australia on 6 March 2016. There is always unfortunately a lot of litter and 
dumped materials along the Barwon Heads Road frontage at Jerringot to be collected. Please come and help maintain 


the health of our adopted wetland. 


This year we will also spend some time at Seaview Park, another GFNC special site. So we will start at Jerringot, 
drive to Rod Lowther’s house near Seaview Park for coffee, and then do some more clean up around Seaview Park. 


Time: 9.00 a.m.—10.30 a.m. 


Meet: Near the Bird Hide on the road into the Golf Course. 


Time: 11.30 a.m.—12.30 p.m. 


Meet: At the playground at the end of Seaview Parade, if you haven’t come with us from Jerringot. 


What to bring: Yourself, friends, gloves, stout shoes, hat, sunscreen and drinking water. Gumboots are useful 
for Jerringot and it’s always worth having your binoculars. 


Contact person: Deborah Evans 5243 8687 and 0424 292 447 on the day; or Rod Lowther 0419 633 960. 
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Fauna report 


C amera trapping, setting our movement-activated 
cameras at bait-stations and leaving them in place 


for a week or so, can be both rewarding and frustrating. 


The cameras have been set at three locations over the 
last two months, with mixed results. 


From 01—09 January they were in the area known as 
Caspers-Yaugher that was burnt in spring 2014. The 
location is west of Caspers Access and south of 
Boundary Road, at Yaugher. The results were 
disappointing but perhaps predictable with only Black 
Wallabies and a Red Fox photographed. 


From 24-31 January, the cameras were set near our 
house at Yaugher in bushland at the south-west corner 
of Boundary Road and the Forrest-Barwon Downs 
Road. One camera was under fruit trees, the others in 
an area of tall tea tree, Narrow-leaved Peppermint and 
saw-sedge. The first camera caught a Black Wallaby, 
the second a wallaby and Red Fox, while the third had 
pictures of wallaby, fox, Bush Rat and two potoroos. 
The cameras were only about 50 m apart, yet the 
results were quite different. 





Red Fox, Yaugher. hoto: GFNC 
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Trevor Pescott 


From 05-12 February, the cameras were set at the 
Floating Islands Reserve behind the cottage. Here two 
cameras picked up only grass movement and ran out of 
space within a couple of hours on the first day; the third 
photographed wallabies and a Common Brushtail 
Possum. Background movement is a constant problem 
as even a single grass stem missed when the bait site is 
cleared can cause the camera to take photographs. 


The Club is currently reviewing the purchase of 
additional cameras to increase our coverage of more 
areas as they provide an easy and potentially productive 
means of fauna survey. 


At the conclusion of the fauna group meeting at the 
Ocean Grove Nature Reserve on Saturday 13 February, 
a check was made of the tiles set out within the reserve. 
Several species of skinks were found, but no frogs. 
Tiling—placing a grid of roofing tiles on the ground and 
checking them on a regular basis—is another ‘passive’ 
research method that gives an opportunity to assess 
small reptiles and mammals. We currently have several 
grids in place and the results are recorded in the 
monthly fauna report. 





Common Brushtail Possum, Floating Islands Reserve. 
Photo: GFNC 


Mammals 


Short-beaked Echidna 


Common Brushtail 
Possum 

Common Ringtail 
Possum 


Long-nosed Potoroo 
Red-necked Wallaby 


Black (Swamp) Wallaby 


Grey-headed Flying-fox 


White-striped Freetail Bat 


Water Rat (Rakali) 


Bush Rat 
House Mouse 
Red Fox 


Eastern Snake-necked 
Turtle 


Eastern Three-lined Skink 


Pale-flecked Garden 
Sunskink 


Southern Water Skink 
White’s Skink 


Pseudomoia skink, 
possibly entrecasteauxii 


Blotched Bluetongue 
Lizard 


Eastern Bluetongue Lizard 


29/01/16 


01/02/16 
15/02/16 


12/02/16 


12/02/16 


31/01/16 


15/02/16 


31/01/16 
12/02/16 
10/02/16 


22/02/16 


20/02/16 


31/01/16 


31/01/16 
05/02/16 
31/01/16 


07/02/16 


13/02/16 


13/02/16 


16/02/16 
13/02/16 


13/02/16 


01/02/16 


05/02/16 


08/02/16 


Brisbane Ranges, beside de Motts Road. 


lronbark Basin, crossed the nature walk track. 
Barwon Downs, crossed the Forrest-Barwon Downs Road at the 
south end of township at 12.30 p.m. 


Floating Islands Reserve, photographed at camera trap. 


Thirteenth Beach Road at W40, road-killed; an unusual location as 
there is only sand-dune scrub and no tall teatree at the 

location. 

Yaugher, photographed at camera trap 

Yaugher, road-killed on the Forrest-Barwon Downs Road at the 
Centre Road turnoff. 


Yaugher, photographed at camera trap. 
Floating Islands reserve, photographed at camera trap. 


Belmont, streaming along the Barwon River valley heading 
upstream at 9.00 p.m. It was difficult to estimate the numbers but 
there were certainly many hundreds flying past. 


Highton, vocalising and flying around a Moreton Bay Fig, alighting in 
the tree before flying out again. 9.30 pm. 


Barwon River, Newtown, observed flying around near river and heard 
echo-locating, 8.45 pm. 

Reedy Lake, swimming between phragmites islands at the south end 
of Moolap Station Road, at dusk. 


Yaugher, photographed at camera trap 
Lara-Little River, under tile beside Old Melbourne Road. 
Yaugher, photographed at camera trap. 


Wallington, at Adventure Park. 


Ocean Grove Nature Reserve, under a tile at the north-west corner of 
the reserve. 


Ocean Grove Nature Reserve, several small individuals noted. 


Buckley Falls, basking on a rock ledge. 

Ocean Grove Nature Reserve, one small individual under a tile, 
another larger one seen, in the north-west corner of the reserve. 
Ocean Grove Nature Reserve, near a tile at the western side of the 
reserve. 


Torquay, basking among poa and lomandra plantings at The Sands, 
just outside Karaaf Wetlands. 

Old Melbourne Road, under tiles; one a small individual, the others 
large adults. 

Ocean Grove, observed at Yellow Gums. 





Observers: 


CFr, Chrissy Freestone; DH, Dean Hewish; 
GD, Guy Dutson; GFNC, cameras and 
fauna survey; GGt, Geoff Gates; TFI, Tom 
Fletcher; TP, Trevor Pescott. 





Long-nosed Potoroos, Yaugher. Photo: GFN 
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Members of the Fauna Survey Group check a tile for reptiles in the Ocean Grove Nature Reserve. 
February 2016. Photo: Trevor Pescott 


Next fauna surveys 


Easter 25-28 March 2016 
Mt Leura, Camperdown—weekend campout 


We have been asked to do a survey at Mt Leura by the Management Committee, to determine what fauna species 
are now on the reserve. 


This is the first of a series of long weekend camps we will carry out this year, in addition to day-by-day weekend 
surveys closer to Geelong. 


The arrangements are as follows: 


The meeting is the Lower Information Shelter/Volcanic Education Centre at the base of Mt Leura in Camperdown. 


Friday 25 March: Meet at the Centre at midday. 
Saturday 26, Sunday 27 and Monday 28 March: Meet at the Centre at 7.30 a.m. 


There are various options for accommodation including at the caravan parks, motels and hotels as well as camping. 
But being Easter it may be advisable to book. 


For more information contact: Trevor Pescott 5243 4368 or ppescott@optusnet.com.au 


7-10 April 2016 


Thursday—Sunday fauna survey 
Details still being arranged, but it will be in a local area. 


5-8 May 2016 


Thursday—Sunday survey 
Details not yet available. 
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Butterfly report 
Valda Dedman 


in Victoria. Mating and territory defending have also been 


S altbush Blues have been among the most abundant 
noted. Butterflies can be quite aggressive. 


species observed this month, especially where 
saltbush has been planted; the stormwater harvesting 
pond at Eastern Park has proved a great place for them. 
Common Brown females were outnumbering males at the 
Ocean Grove Nature Reserve, but have been scarce 
elsewhere. The Shouldered Browns seen by Trevor 
Pescott at Yaugher are one of two subspecies that occur 


Observers: BML, Bernie Lingham; CMo, Craig Morley; 
DTy, David Tytherleigh; FGr, Frances Grundy; GMc, 
Gordon McCarthy; JN, John Newman; LPh, Lorraine 
Phelan; RLo, Rod Lowther; TFl, Tom Fletcher; TP, Trevor 
Pescott. 


Montane Ochre 


Greenish Grass-dart 


Imperial Jezebel 


Marbled Xenica 


Common Brown 


Shouldered Brown 


Meadow Argus 


Yellow Admiral 


Saltbush Blue 


Long-tailed Pea-blue 


15/02/16 
12/02/16 
12/02/16 


13/02/16 
18/02/16 


28/01/16 
24/01/16 


08/02/16 
12/02/16 
24/01/16 


18/02/16 


07/02/16 


31/01/16 
11/02/16 
04/02/16 
07/02/16 


12/02/16 


23/01/16 
24/01/16 


26/01/16 


Woodlands Estate, Ocean 
Grove 

Eastern Park stormwater 
pond 

Floating Islands Reserve 


Highton 

Woodlands Estate, Ocean 
Grove 

Modewarre, Larcombe's Rd 
Nature Reserve 

Ocean Grove Nature 
Reserve 

Ixodia Track Anglesea 

Floating Islands Reserve 

Ocean Grove Nature 
Reserve 


Yaugher 


Seaview Park Belmont 


Woodlands Estate, Ocean 
Grove 

Barwon river at Winchelsea 

Mouth of Little River 


Eastern Park stormwater 
pond 


Eastern Park stormwater 
pond 


Lake Connewarre 
Swan Island 


Highton 


1 
1 in among at least 20 Saltbush Blues. 


2 apparently feeding among 
blossom on Manna Gum. 

2. Pair in suburban garden, sunny. 
1 


1 flying around canopy of flowering 
eucalypts. 

20+ often flying with Common Browns, 
sunny, mid 20s 

1 in heath, photographed. 

Several seen. 

50+. Females outnumbered males 2:1, 
often with Marbled Xenicas, sunny, mid 
20s. 

6+ flying over a grassy paddock with 
individuals appearing to defend 

territories against intruders, warm overcast 
afternoon. 

8. Only scattered when nearby. Quite 
territorial, when another came near, would 
appear to dogfight for a while, then the first 
would return to the same bit of grassland. 


1 

1 flitting about gum foliage. 

50+ 

20-30. Frenzied and active group flying 
around on eastern side of pond. Pairs 


mating with other single butterflies trying to 
attract themselves to a pair. 


At least 20 over very small area, barely 1.5 
sq. m. Most attention centred on a very 
small Rhagodia. With one Greenish 
Grass-dart. 


3 in salt marsh at delta. 

Numerous on golf course and Sand Island 
in the middle of day. 

1, first for season here. 





Geelong Naturalist March 2016 9 


Bird group meeting: Bird-watching in northern and central Australia 


Susan Kruss and Lorraine Phelan 
18 February 2016 


he February meeting featured two speakers, Susan 

Kruss and Lorraine Phelan. The topic was the birds 
of observatories and wildlife conservancies in northern 
Australia. They visited these areas independently. 


Susan began with her bird-watching experiences at 
Broome Bird Observatory. She and her husband visited 
the observatory as part of an extended bird-watching tour 
through western and central Australia. Camping space at 
the observatory is limited but they were able to find a 
site. The facilities at the Broome Observatory are quite 
basic but the observatory provides guided tours 
focussing on bush birds, mangrove birds and shorebirds. 
The campground featured a Great Bowerbird with a 
bower, Peaceful Doves and Grey-crowned Babblers. 
Local birds seen included Yellow White-eyes and 
Mangrove Golden Whistlers. The staff and visitors held a 
bird call each evening. 


The nearby beach featured large numbers of wading 

birds. Quandong Point was a good location. As well as 
the numerous wading bird species recorded, a highlight 
of the list from this location was a Beach Stone-Curlew. 


The next destination was Mornington Wildlife 
Conservancy in the Kimberley region of WA. This reserve 
allows only a small number of visitors at a time and it is 
often necessary to camp elsewhere until a vacancy 
occurs. A good bird species tally was collected there. 


After leaving Mornington, they proceeded to Newhaven, 
north-west of Alice Springs. This is now also a Wildlife 


Dean Hewish 


Conservancy. The birds there were quite elusive but 
some interesting species were observed. 


On a separate trip, Susan and her husband, David Cook, 
travelled to Bowra Wildlife Conservancy north of Broken 
Hill. The drought broke while they were in the district and 
the rain made movement around the Conservancy 
difficult. However, a good bird species list was obtained 
with Chestnut-crowned Babblers and Bourke's Parrots as 
highlights. 


Lorraine and Phil Phelan visited Bowra a week after 
Susan and David had left the district. The ground had 
dried out after the rains and they were able to move 
around the area more freely. Lorraine gave a short 
description of their visit. On their way to Bowra, they 
visited the Macquarie Marshes and their approach to 
Bowra was via St. George. The road was very good for 
bird-watching, with little traffic and plenty of places to 
stop. Their bird tally at Bowra was good although they 
missed a few species that had been seen by Susan. 
Unfortunately, Bourke's Parrots were not seen. Bowra 
has a good variety of habitats, each with different bird 
species. Painted Honeyeaters and Red-browed 
Pardalotes were highlights for Lorraine. 


The two presentations gave interesting glimpses of 
bird-watching in areas not often visited by GFNC 
members. They also emphasised the value of 
non-government reserves, such as Bird Observatories 
and Nature Conservancies, as havens for our native 
birdlife. 





Bourke’s Parrot, Bowra Wildlife Conservancy. Photos: Susan Kruss 
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Mid-week Bird Group excursion: Balyang Sanctuary 
28 January 2016 
Leader: Craig Morley 


bout 20 members and friends, including several members 

of Werribee BirdLife (The Wagtails), tempted the rain gods 
by meeting at Balyang Sanctuary for the first Bird Group outing 
of 2016. 


An initial sharp clap of thunder, seemingly overhead, threatened 
to add to the downpour of the previous day in Geelong—indeed 
Balyang was now charged with water where two days before it 
had been very low and dry in parts. After a short delay, to see if 
the sky would hold, we walked northwards around the wetlands 
and were rewarded with a Collared Sparrowhawk flying high 
overhead as well as the usual wetland birds including coots, 
Pacific Black Ducks, swamphens and moorhens, before a 
special sighting of three Black-fronted Dotterels—two adults 
with a small runner nervously foraging at the edge of the walk- 
ing track. The young one was particularly difficult to see, unless 
moving, but was easier to distinguish when under the wing of its 
parent by counting the legs! 


After this we retraced our steps and were rewarded with a 
sighting of a Latham’s Snipe, expertly camouflaged in the reeds 
near the water’s edge—even when viewed through Craig’s 
‘scope—unless it blinked! A pelican was also spotted 
swimming ‘galleon-like’ after two ducks. 


From here we ventured towards the west side of the reserve 
and spotted squabbling Grey Teal on a nest-box and a 
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike overhead and sitting in branches 
just beyond us. 


Bird list compiled by Richard Alcorn 
Number of Species 56 Number of Checklists 
Number of Individual birds 576 


Red Junglefowl 
(Domestic type) 

Australian Wood Duck 

Grey Teal 

Chestnut Teal 

Mallard (Domestic type) 

Pacific Black Duck 

Rock Dove 


Spotted Dove 

Crested Pigeon 
White-throated Needletail 
Australasian Darter 

Little Pied Cormorant 
Little Black Cormorant 
Australian Pelican 
White-faced Heron 
Nankeen Night-Heron 
Australian White Ibis 
Collared Sparrowhawk 
Grey Goshawk 

Purple Swamphen 

Dusky Moorhen 

Eurasian Coot 
Black-fronted Dotterel 
Masked Lapwing 
Latham's Snipe 

Silver Gull 

Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo 


Long-billed Corella 


Rainbow Lorikeet 

Musk Lorikeet 

Eastern Rosella 
Red-rumped Parrot 
Superb Fairy-wren 
White-browed Scrubwren 


Brown Thornbill 
White-plumed Honeyeater 
Red Wattlebird 

New Holland Honeyeater 
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike 
Grey Shrike-thrush 

Grey Butcherbird 
Australian Magpie 

Pied Currawong 

Grey Currawong 

Grey Fantail 

Willie Wagtail 

Little Raven 

Magpie-lark 

Australian Reed-Warbler 
Little Grassbird 

Welcome Swallow 
Common Blackbird 
Common Starling 
Common Myna 


Common Greenfinch 
House Sparrow 


— 


A` —_— 
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Graham Smith 


A short sojourn amongst the trees—including several 
Kurrajongs blooming with lovely red flowers, and a Norfolk 
Island pine, planted by Zillah Crawcour in 1973—led us back to 
the picnic tables for morning tea. Here we spotted several 
Red-rumped Parrots on the ground and quickly added them to 
the morning’s bird list which numbered over 50 species, 
including a couple of Richard’s ‘Pied warblers’ (magpies) 
Cracticus tibicen. 


After morning tea we headed further south towards the bridge 
where lots of floating debris and rubbish from the recent rains 
was noticed on the river and the banks. Amongst overhanging 
tree branches, several Little Black and Little Pied Cormorants 
as well as some Darters were spotted sitting on nests, 
seemingly oblivious to the noise of the traffic on nearby roads. 
Two lovely cream coloured nestlings—young darters—were 
also spotted in a low lying nest unattended. An adult darter was 
later seen back on the nest with the two nestlings. 


One of the highlights of the morning was viewing and admiring 
darters in flight only to realise that way up above them were 
White-throated Needletails, barely visible to the naked eye. 


Beyond the bridge we wandered round Yollinko boardwalk to 
the riverside and spotted a couple of ducks amongst several 
species; however, as the sky was now getting duller and time 
escaping we returned to the picnic area where several people 
took up Craig’s suggestion and stayed on for lunch, whilst the 
others departed, after a pleasant morning’s birding. Many 
thanks to Craig. 


Links to eBird lists 


Balyang Sanctuary 
http://ebird.org/ebird/australia/view/checklist? 
subID=S27 168207 


Barwon River at Princes Bridge 
http://ebird.org/ebird/australia/view/checklist? 
subID=S27168254 


Yollinko Wetlands 
http://ebird.org/ebird/australia/view/checklist? 
subID=S27 168290 


And a short list at lunch 
http://ebird.org/ebird/australia/view/checklist? 
subID=S27 168303 


Contributions invited for the 
Geelong Naturalist 


Members are encouraged to submit short articles 
and photos for consideration for the Geelong 
Naturalist each month. 

If you have observed and/or photographed 
something interesting in the natural world of 
Geelong and its surrounds, 
please send it to us! 


Please refer to the back page for submission 
details. 


On orpFHwWHwoaa4#ék HK HNN - DF OON 
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What’s up 


he cloudy weather has not been favourable for sky-watching 

over the past month, which is a pity because auroras have 
been reported from other parts of the world. One spectacular 
appearance was reported from southern Tasmania during 
February and featured on the ABC News. 


The current abundance of auroras is slightly unusual, as the 
Sun is well into the downward side of its sunspot abundance 
cycle. As | have mentioned previously in this column, the Sun 
goes through regular increases and decreases in the average 
number of sunspots on its surface. Sunspots produce solar 
flares that launch gas from the Sun into space. These can 
produce auroras if they hit the Earth’s upper atmosphere. The 
Earth’s magnetic field concentrates the auroral activity over the 
North and South Magnetic Poles (not exactly at the geographic 
poles but close). 


As well as sunspots, other kinds of activity on the Sun’s surface 
can launch gas into space. These have been particularly active 
lately, which accounts for the recent auroras. 


Dean Hewish 


We are situated a long way north of the South Magnetic Pole 
and only very intense auroras are visible from Victoria. This 
makes any view of an aurora here a special treat. It is worth 
keeping watch on clear nights, especially if you live near the 
coast. The ever-useful spaceweather.com publishes continually 
updated satellite views of the auroral ovals above the North and 
South Poles. You can check the local status by choosing the 
New Zealand view. If the colour-coded green ring is close to the 
southern Australian coast and contains red colours (meaning 
intense activity) it is a good time to go out and look towards the 
south. Most auroras seen from here are faint, and you'll have 
better chance if you get away from bright lights and allow your 
eyes to dark adapt. A long camera exposure often shows 
auroras that are invisible to the naked eye. 


GFNC excursion—Mt Rothwell Conservation and Research Centre 
20 February 2016 





he GFNC have visited Mt Rothwell several times in the past 

and it was a pleasure to return to this special place once 
more. Many of us gathered for a meal in the late afternoon and 
we were entertained by the antics of the Sulphur-crested 
Cockatoos, Galahs and Long-billed Corellas as they noisily 
alighted on nearby trees. A Black Kite and a Brown Falcon 
passed by, and a Whistling Kite landed in the same tree as the 
parrots without causing too much consternation. A visit to the 
enclosure holding a pair of dingoes allowed close-up views of 
these canines that were once the top-level predators in the 
area. Another enclosure held Eastern Quolls, including a dark 
morph animal, but they were reluctant to venture out to be seen. 


As we investigated the woodland in the fading evening light, 
several small bats were noted along with some resident Eastern 
Grey Kangaroos. The most surprising observation was a flock of 
several hundred Magpie Geese flying northwards. Some of the 
birds circled the area as if checking for a roosting site. 
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Barry Lingham 





Photo: Susan Kruss 


Elle Fox was our guide for the evening and as twilight started to 
arrive, she explained the history and aims of Mt Rothwell. 
Originally the area was held by the Chirnside family from 1865 
to the 1980s. Jenny Possingham was a friend of one of the 
Chirnside girls and she remembers being invited to the old 
homestead when she was a young girl. The property was 
converted to a predator-proof reserve by John Walmsley as part 
of a series of Earth Sanctuaries. 


After the Earth Sanctuaries suffered financial difficulties, 420 ha 
of the Mt Rothwell area with 11 km of fencing was privately 
purchased and established to help conserve threatened species 
and provide an educational facility to students of the region. 


The key species that have been successfully bred and 
established at Mt Rothwell are: 


e The Eastern Barred Bandicoot (last wild mainland 
population was at Hamilton in 1990s) 


e Southern Brush-tailed Rock-Wallaby (less than 60 believed co-operative of the animals, allowing us within 4 metres to gain 
left in the wild in Victoria) better photos. There were several Brush-tailed and Ring-tailed 
e Eastern Quoll (extinct on mainland since 1960s) Possums. Rabbits still occur on the property, despite over 4000 
‘saa Pe” A being culled since late last year. Many questions were 
e Rufous Bettong (extinct in Victoria) answered by Elle, including some from Charlie, Jeff’s 4 year old 
e Tasmanian Pademelon (extinct in Victoria) grandson who was very excited by the outing. 


* Southem Brown Bandicoot (threatened in Victoria) The moonlight and calm conditions provided a very pleasant 


e Long-nosed Potoroo (threatened in Victoria) walk, with plenty of animals to see. We thanked Elle for 
roviding us with lots of information, along with a ve 
We left the information centre and moved off up towards the terest evening. 9 y 


granite hill, passing through the gates that allowed access 
through the 2.2 metre high electrified netting fence. We soon 
spotted a Pademelon bounding away, then an Eastern Barred 
Bandicoot. The Rufous Bettongs proved to be the most 


Birds noted 


Magpie Goose (350+) Superb Fairy-wren 

Crested Pigeon Yellow-rumped Thornbill 
Whistling Kite Black-faced Cuckoo-Shrike 
Black Kite Australian Magpie 


Brown Falcon Willie Wagtail 
Galah Little Raven 
Long-billed Corella Magpie-lark 
Sulphur-crested Cockatoo | Common Starling 
Red-rumped Parrot Red-browed Finch 





Eastern Barred Bandicoot, Mt Rothwell. Photo: Chrissy Freestone 


SEANA Camp 
8—11 April 2016 
Hosted by the Geelong Field Naturalists Club Inc. 
Camp Wyuna, Queenscliff 


As the Camp fast approaches we are seeking volunteers to help with the organisation and running of the camp. This 
would entail the process leading up to the camp (registration, payments, accommodation allocation) and the day to day 
activities and excursions (trip leaders and GFNC support people, IT support for presenters). 


Below is a list of possible tasks for which we need volunteers, but by no means a full list. 
If you have time there will always be a need—so if you can please send an email to info@gfnc.org.au with your 
name, availability (i.e. are you available now to assist planning, during the camp and/or post camp), and any 
preferred activities. 


Tasks: 
Administration—including assist with receiving registration and payment, allocation of accommodation, book sales. 
Excursions—Prepare information sheets and maps for each excursion, leader and support GFNC member for each 
excursion (much of this is done but we need more support and back up), organising travel for each excursion. 
Support—‘Show bags’ with general and relevant information; setting up displays; setting up the registration and 
information desk (from 2 p.m. on Friday 8 April); helping with serving supper and duty rosters to assist in keeping the 
camp clean; and assisting with final clean up (Monday 11 April from 9.00 a.m.). 
Any other—if you have time please let us know. 
For volunteers there will be no registration costs but meals will be at cost. 


This is a great opportunity to meet with our Field Naturalist colleagues from around Victoria and an opportunity to share 
the wonders of Bellarine Peninsula and gain support for the issues impacting our environment. 


The program for the weekend is enclosed. Even if you cannot assist with camp organisation, we would love to see you 
there at the camp or for individual excursions. Remember that you need to book ahead for the boat trips. Please 
request a registration form from info@gfnc.org.au. 


If further information is needed please contact Deborah Evans 5243 8687, Barry Lingham 5255 4291, or Phil Watson 
on 0429 145 430. 
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Through the lens... 






A family of Little Black Cormorants on the Barwon River, near Belmont. 
February 2016. Photo: Chrissy Freestone 


wa > F 
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Young male Gang-gang Cockatoo enjoying a munch on crab 
apple seeds in a Newtown garden. February 2016. 
Photo: Craig Morley 
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January—February bird observations—some highlights 


R cadr through the extensive list of noteworthy bird 
records over our region for this reporting period, 
several themes stand out—the continued, and somewhat 
late, breeding of numerous species, migrant birds and as 
always a few rarities to keep the observers on their toes. 


In terms of the local environment, over this period, we 
cannot ignore the phenomenal rain event on January 27 
when twice Geelong’s average January rainfall fell in just 
two hours. Localised flooding occurred in numerous 
areas of our region as a result. The downpour saw water 
levels rise in many wetlands and bring a reprieve from the 
widespread drought conditions. Many wetlands that were 
about to dry out have water again and several species 
have been recorded breeding over this month, apparently 
capitalising on the improved conditions. 


Numerous records of breeding Australasian Grebes have 
been noted with successful clutches of young, at 

Belmont Common and Bluewaters Lake in Ocean Grove. 
A pair of Australasian Reed-Warblers feeding a 

begging Pallid Cuckoo chick was an excellent record from 
Highton—a successful event for the long-departed 
parasitic cuckoo parents. Similarly Crested Shrike-tits are 
notoriously difficult to find breeding and so a pair with 
young at along the Barwon River at Winchelsea was a 
special find. It reiterates the value of Club involvement in 
formal surveys to areas than might not usually be 
surveyed. The Upper Barwon Landcare Network surveys 
cover many sites on public and private land and will 
contribute significantly to the knowledge of avifauna in this 
area. 


Raptor breeding records are always a thrill and are only 
reported when fledged young are safely air born. It was 
with much delight that Point Henry Peregrine Falcons 
were recorded having again produced young and a new 
site in Wallington proved ideal for Collared Sparrowhawks 
with similarly successfully breeding . 


Three Brolgas at Moolap Saltworks was a most unusual 
record, photographed by the site manager. Other coastal 
wetland records have been noteworthy including 22 


Craig Morley, John Newman, Rod Lowther 


Eastern Curlews at Swan Bay, still hanging on there 
over summer despite their critically endangered status 
and 95 Fairy Terns at Mud Islands is a fantastic number 
for late summer. A healthily sized flock of Glossy Ibis 
seem to move between Hospital Swamp and Reedy Lake 
according to conditions, no doubt buoyed by the recent 
rain event. Latham’s Snipe have been recorded in good 
numbers at several urban wetlands and are now the 
subject of thrice yearly surveys to assess summer 
numbers and population trends. The same recent rain saw 
at least 39 Marsh Sandpipers arrive as if from nowhere 
within a couple of days of pond filling at Moolap Saltworks. 
An observation of two Plumed Whistling Ducks at 
Macleod’s Waterholes at Drysdale was a wonderful 
sighting of a species rarely recorded this far south. 


The species that are hard to find in our region always 
pose a special attraction for keen observers. A 
White-throated Nightjar at Brisbane Ranges was one 
such record. White-throated Needletails are always a 
special species to detect and so a flock high over urban 
Belmont was significant. The leucistic Common Myna in 
North Geelong caused some surprise and the now 
annual Eastem Koel in Highton continues to draw 
attention with a probable record of breeding. 


All the records referred to in these notes, and many more, 
can be found on the GFNC web-site at http:// 
www.gfnc.org.au/observations/bird-observations 


Once more, many thanks to the observers who so 
willingly contribute their records: 


Ade Foster, Angus Hartshorn, Anthony Mitchell, Barry 
Lingham, Bernie Lingham, Brendan O'Dowd, Colin 
Foreman, Craig Morley, David Boyle, David Tytherleigh , 
Frances Grundy, Geoff Gates, GFNC Bird Group, 

Gordon McCarthy, Guy Dutson, Jennifer Carr, Jenny 
Possingham, John Murray, John Newman, Maarten 
Hulzebosch, Margaret Alcorn, Paul Schillier, Penne Kwiat, 
Richard Alcorn, Rod Lowther, Sandra Lea-Wood, Tom 
Fletcher, Trevor Lumb, Valda Dedman. 


Mid-week bird group excursion 
Mason Farm (restricted access) 
Thursday 25 February 2016 
Leader: Angus Hartshorn 


pproximately 22 people attended the excursion—quite 

a lot to manage but everything went very well. We 
arrived at 9.00 a.m. and Jim Mason who owns the farm 
gave us a brief outline of the work he and his wife Lynne 
have been doing to make the environment more natural, 
including planting large numbers of local native trees. 
They also provided maps of the farm for our guidance. 


The bird watching was very successful with 63 species 
being observed including two juvenile Shining 
Bronze-cuckoos, a beautiful light morph Little Eagle and 
two Mistletoebirds. There were several gum trees in 
flower which helped with bird numbers. 


We finished up with a late morning snack (cake provided!) 
at the farm house. 
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Bird list for Mason Farm compiled by Angus Hartshorn 


Grey Teal 

Chestnut Teal 

Pacific Black Duck 
Blue-billed Duck 
Australasian Grebe 
Hoary-headed Grebe 
Spotted Dove 
Common Bronzewing 
Crested Pigeon 

Little Pied Cormorant 
Great Cormorant 
Little Black Cormorant 
Australian Pelican 
White-faced Heron 
Australian White Ibis 
Straw-necked Ibis 
Royal Spoonbill 
Whistling Kite 


Wedge-tailed Eagle 
Little Eagle (light morph) 
Purple Swamphen 
Dusky Moorhen 
Eurasian Coot 
Black-fronted Dotterel 
Masked Lapwing 
Rainbow Lorikeet 
Crimson Rosella 
Eastern Rosella 
Red-rumped Parrot 
Shining Bronze-Cuckoo 
Fan-tailed Cuckoo 
Superb Fairy-wren 
White-browed Scrubwren 
Yellow Thornbill 
Yellow-rumped Thornbill 
Brown Thornbill 


Spotted Pardalote 
Yellow-faced Honeyeater 
White-plumed Honeyeater 
Noisy Miner 
Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater 
Red Wattlebird 

New Holland Honeyeater 
Golden Whistler 

Rufous Whistler 

Grey Shrike-thrush 

Grey Butcherbird 
Australian Magpie 

Grey Fantail 

Willie Wagtail 

Little Raven 

Magpie-Lark 

Little Grassbird 

Silvereye 


Welcome Swallow 
Fairy Martin 
Common Blackbird 
Common Starling 
Common Myna 
Mistletoebird 
Red-browed Finch 
European Goldfinch 
Common Greenfinch 


Mid-week Bird Group Excursion 
The Leigh (Inverleigh) and the 
Barwon (Pollocksford) 
Thursday 24 March 2016 


Leader: Lorraine Phelan 


We will be walking the track along the Leigh River 
upstream from the picnic ground to the swing bridge 
and back along the other side. Some participants may 
then choose to move on to the Barwon River at 
Pollocksford. 


Meet: For a 9.00 a.m. start at the car park at 
Lawsons Picnic Ground, Inverleigh, on your right 
after you cross the bridge. (VICroads Ed.6 map 92 J3, 
map 523) 


The plan is to have a leisurely walk and then return to 
the cars at around 11.00 a.m. for morning tea. 

We will then proceed to the Murgheboluc Reserve for a 
brief stop. People can then opt to join us for a bird 
count along the Barwon River at Pollocksford followed 
by lunch. 


Finish: approximately 1.30 p.m. 

Bring: Morning tea/lunch and drinks. Also 
sunscreen, insect repellent, hat, raingear, a warm 
jacket and sturdy shoes/boots, binoculars etc. 


Enquiries: Lorraine 0419 593 165 


Mailing roster 
March: Joan & Tibor Korn 
April: Jan Venters 
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GFNC Excursion 


You Yangs Regional Park 
Sunday 20 March 2016 


Leader: TBC 


The You Yangs have a rich flora and bird life, but there 
has been significant degradation over the past decade 
as the park has been used for more recreational 
activities. We will explore many interesting sections of 
this large park. 


Meet: 9.30 a.m. at the Information Centre. We will 
begin with a short walk near the Information Centre, 
then visit Big Rock and complete the circuit trail and 
explore nearby. Those who wish to meet us at 
lunchtime should be at the Valley Picnic Ground, off 
the Turntable Drive, between 12.00 p.m. and 

12.30 p.m. After lunch we will follow the Great Circle 
Drive with stops along the way and we will take 
observations at Eastern Flat near Toynes Rd. 


Bring: Lunch, morning tea, afternoon tea/snacks. 
Wet weather gear, sunscreen, hat, strong shoes or 
boots, binoculars, field guides. 


Contact: Rod Lowther 0419 633 960 
or rod.lowther@live.com 





Coming events 


MARCH 2016 APRIL 2016 
General Meeting: Bronwyn Hradsky—Where does the 5 AGM—Members’ Night 
fox go? 7-10 Fauna survey 
‘Clean up Australia Day’ at Jerringot SEANA campout Geelong (no GFNC excursion) 


Plant Group: Meeting, sharing photos and observations Plant Gronp: Meeting, shanng photos ang'pbsgrvatgns 
Cadets: Meeting 


Fauna survey—Easter campout: Mt Leura Bird Group: Richard Loyn—Birds & travels in Venezuela 
Cadets: Meeting and Colombia 


Bird Group: David Hollands—70 years of bird Mid-week Bird Group excursion: Lake Elizabeth/Forrest 
photography 

Excursion: You Yangs 

Mid-week Bird Group excursion: Inverleigh area 


GFNC COMMITTEE 2015-2016 


President Barry Lingham 5255 4291 lingham@tpg.com.au 
Vice-President Deborah Evans 5243 8687 deborah.evans@deakinprime.com 
Immediate Past President Bruce Lindsay 0439 035 277 brucelindsay@aapt.net.au 
Secretary Rod Lowther 5243 7037 rod.lowther@live.com 
Treasurer Tracey Hinton 5243 9973 tracey.hinton@gmail.com 
Minute Secretary Rod Lowther 5247 1537 rod.lowther@live.com 
Membership Officer Deborah Evans 5243 8687 deborah.evans@deakinprime.com 
Committee Member 
i Dean Hewish 0409 231 755 myibook@iprimus.com.au 

David Boyle 5250 1039 davidboyle48@gmail.com 

Grace Lewis 0438 046 363 g.e.lewis@hotmail.com 

Graham Possingham 5243 6997 g.possingham@gmail.com 

Bruce Lindsay 5223 2394 brucelindsay@aapt.net.au 


SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP CONVENERS and OTHER CLUB POSITIONS 
Bird Group Craig Morley 5221 4604 craigmorley5@bigpond.com 
Conservation Group Bruce Lindsay 5223 2394 brucelindsay@aapt.net.au 
Editor Chrissy Freestone 0417 379 033 chrissy.freestone@iinet.net.au 
Sub-editor Deborah Evans 5243 8687 deborah.evans@deakinprime.com 
Geelong Bird Report Craig Morley 5221 4604 craigmorley5@bigpond.com 
Jerringot Group Bela Bard-Brucker 5243 7072 bbardbrucker@gmail.com 
Librarian Lorraine Phelan 5243 0636 lphelan@bigpond.com.au 
Fauna Survey Group Trevor Pescott 5243 4368 ppescott@optusnet.com.au 
Web-master Dean Hewish 0409 231 755 myibook@iprimus.com.au 
Eco Book Group Lorraine Phelan 5243 0636 lphelan@bigpond.com.au 
General Meeting Minutes Vacant — — 
Mid-week Bird Group Excursion 

Convenor Lynne Clarke 0439 390 801 alynneclarke@gmail.com 

Cadets Jeff Dagg 0419 551 847 gfncadets@gmail.com 


Submissions to Geelong Naturalist 
The closing date for the next magazine will be Monday evening, 28 March 2016 


Early lodgement of articles (small & large—maximum 2 pages) would be a great help—late copy may not be accepted. 
Photographs—appropriately labelled, digital as .jpg and slides or prints for scanning—to the editor, 
Chrissy Freestone: chrissy.freestone@iinet.net.au 


GFNC meetings are held in the Geelong Botanic Gardens meeting room, and start at 8.00 p.m. 
Entrance is at the intersection of Holt Rd and Eastern Park Circuit in Eastern Park. [VWelway 452 G4] 


Copyright: 
The Geelong Field Naturalists Club Inc. aims to make information accessible to a wide audience. 


This publication and its contents are subject to copyright under the laws of Australia and, through international treaties, other 
countries. Generally the copyright in materials in this publication is owned or licensed to the Geelong Field Naturalists Club Inc. 


Unless otherwise indicated you may copy, distribute, display, or print the material in this publication for your own personal use, for 
non-commercial educational purposes or for non-commercial use within your organisation. You may not alter content and must 
attribute the copyright owner (author) listed on the publication, or the Geelong Field Naturalists Club Inc. where no author is listed. 
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